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bond: and the Third Republic was bequeathed one of the
thorniest of political and social problems which it had to tackle.
It is, indeed, difficult to assess all the future ramifications of
this association between the Catholic religion and Monarchist
reaction, so far-reaching and complex were its consequences
during the next seventy years. The cleavage in French life
created by the separation of Church and State in 1905 is but
the sequel and counterpart to the rift created by 1870, before
the Republic was born.1
Side by side with this 'anti-revolutionary5 current, the total
negation of 1789, flowed what may be called the 'counter-
revolutionary' current. It took various forms during the nine-
teenth century, but common to all forms was the blunting of
some consequences of the Revolution by accepting and turning
against them some of its other consequences or implications. In
politics this current took two forms—Liberalism and Bonapart-
ism: in religion it took the form of Liberal Catholicism.
French Liberalism, with all its strength and weaknesses, be-
longed almost entirely to what has been called above the politi-
cal strand of the revolutionary tradition. The ideas common to
nearly all its theorists and practitioners are insistence on the
need for a strong centralized government, preference for a
sovereign national assembly, and resistance to the social and
economic implications of the revolutionary principles. Though
constantly pre-occupied with questions of political organiza-
tion, most Liberals were ready to compromise with Monarchy
or Bonapartism so long as these regimes combined a strong
executive with 'the indispensable liberties'. It is perhaps this
pliability, combined with over-rigid refusal to compromise
with Socialism, which explains the failures and relative in-
effectiveness of French Liberals in the nineteenth century. They
suffered the fate of many middle parties—being regarded as
revolutionary by the Right and as reactionary by the Left: and
1 On Louis Veuillot (1813-83) there is a biography by Eugene
Veuillot; see Soltau: op. cit., p. 176 ff.; E." L. Woodward: Three
Studies in European Conservatism (1929) and War and Peace in Europe,
1815-70 (1931) for much valuable material on the period; and cf.
Chapter IV, below, pp, 139-143.

